o..that specifiecd ™
! ; gfervice steticne, o
tour st courts, cdould be erected in order to cormplete a:
vecicel Center for:ithe City of sirmingtere - :

E mf\n‘hishpd; scre informaiicn’
concerning the developrent of tne Medical Center and the -,

eradicetion of & slum aree in that vicinity. This project
Fes been given wide publicity in local newspapers inasruch

es trere was & faction of property and other individusls who
were cp:osed to certsir portions of the plen as submi tted,
¢’ nce 1616, five city blccks have been obtained and developed
es the beginning of the Medicel Center in Birmingham and the
new hospital fecilities in this ares .alreacy erected include

& Dentsl College, Veterans Administration -ospitel, Public
ealth Department and Crippled Children's Clinic. Flans for
lude the acquisitiocn

+e continued development of this ered inc
cf additicnal property to experd the Center to cover sixteen

city blockse cific plans for this develcpment were, -
eccording toc regulations set out by the Home Finance Authority
11, washir.ztory De Co, prepared by an engineering firm from _
St, Loui-, Missouri and {ncluded additiorel hospitel facilitie
ez well as the bullding of certain type business establishments
in order to have .the feoilities necessiry for persons intereste
1. the hospital opersation to be able to _obtain those necessary

facilities in the immediste ares. The cormericsl buildings
included a hotg;;-motor'court, service stations and shopping
center, ‘ : : , : el

scquired property:wobindiv;dual'o
rcfnesses suci @8 hotels,. cafeterias

~ - e b

L o The erection of these buildings on the
pllnﬂlitoiuou;yfpggpbgit.to closing ©f. 7th Avenue South between
16th and 2ith SErééts. Most of the dpposition given to this.
plen was by the property owners of the slum ares in the =
ectipugtgjbo,acquired by “gity and among them [ -
admitted this particular interest. He indicated,
owaver, tnst the | 3 he acquisition of
the preperty fer the hemselves but to
the -.condemnin
$rdividusls fo

regsold to private
establishments, Othe
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mission meeting wes held open

former well=-unown cong

“GEOR3E HUUDLESTCL, SPe,
cf 7tk Avenue

from this Districe, objlectec to tue cloaing <l
Scuth,. ané were at the abcve mention
¥r, HUDDLESTCH voiced his objections strictly elcny

V ot the Oty Auditorium’ -

%A . A reeting wes held ;
shortly after tnc subnission of these plans tc tre Birmingham. -

ed mecting at wiich meeting™
t"::"qso' V_umﬁ_o

Eousing Authority hesded by sublect COLONEL HARCLI- HARPER where

tre citizenry were given 8n opportunity te voice any opposition

Subsequent tc that meeting &nd on June 2, 1653
“to t:e public enc

reeting the opposition agein expressed thelr viewus.

the expression of their views and perticularly after Mreo . .

SUDDLESTCN, above referred to, expressed his objections to
could not -

the plen, Cormissioner COKNOF. stated that they :
th Avenue South, This wes agreed to by President of

‘v Cormiseion aud Mayor JAMES HOFGAN. According to

the Comm!ssioners, MORGAN and CONNOR, expressed

8 in such s way as tc satisfy lr. KUDDLESTOR that

7th ‘Avenue would not be clcsed before they stsrted ccnsidering
option of the resolution. : T e

o e ‘“G“d Cormissioner MOPGAN To
- marked &t the meeting on June 2, 1953 the time was fast running

he apprepristion and thet the City wes going .to eap-
9 _resolution in its entirety but after monies were
.by the Housing Authority in Birminghenm, y
, that portion of the resolution thst dealt with
being of Avenue G, He cormented very gpecifical 3
of

ng :
s that "we will certainly never allow closing:

Following sre t
Sections 1 end 5.

: Htvrm shed seversl n '8 of |
MiAdals in attendence et the ebcve mqrztioned moeting of t




City Conmission as foilcwr:

v T . enm N ——

JLT RURNETT, Atierrey
Juige . L. CRENIEN, Attorney
B(E GARRISCY, Attorney
Col. HARCLI HARPER, Head
Housing Authcrity
Birmingham District
SAM GIBBONS, Acusing Gonsultent
GECKGE HULDILESTON, 2F.
GEOHGE E. BRALFCEL, retl estste mar
O3CAR W. ADAMS, Attouriey (colored)
Rev., F. We SCHKUZ3S, Fustor of church
{nvolved (cclored)
G5Y V. ACTCN, Acton Plumbing and Heseting
GECPAE BYRUM, City Engineer
EUNICE EUGCHES, city Clerk
DANIEL BOONE, President, B & W Clesners
GEGRGE SULZBY, resl estate

mF advised he was quite sure he
. ecould obtain the utes of the City Commission mee ting ard
would furnish sare to the reporting agent, as well as & ¢opy .~

of the plsns as drawn up by the engineerse

On June 17,1953,” attorney for .

_ telephoniceally cop reporting agent and
had been tolc by he had been to the FBI
“and asked 1f the minutes of the meeting anc the plans vere

- npoessary at that time. advised in the event an

avestigation wes institUlt 8t ne would be glad to obtain

“thé records &s promised by He stated, however, e

414 not feel that a violstlon ol le oral statute had been com=
-mitted by the Cosmissioners ar.d Colonel HARPER.

A R ‘The facts as outlined above were presented
Ly b fllll.tmt.U. S, Attorrney K. L=WIS CYALTNEY and he was re-
7 quested to advise ar to whether or not he felt & violetion of
the type that would warrsant prosecution existed 1f the facts
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as stated could be cerinitely proven. Mr. GWiLTKEY stated’
ne did not feel that & violetion had occurred inesxzuch as

the Commission made it cleer nct only to those present but
in the resolution itself that they did not intencd to and -

reserved the right not to close 7th Avenue South. Xe steted -

he felt the Home and Finance Authority at Washington wes
properly advised of the intentions of the Commission and
any actior they took thereafter was with this imowledge.




ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

As subjects in instant case were not . .
interviewed it was not deemed advisable to meke inquiries
in order to secure & description of thex due to their proeminence

in Birminghame.
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Memoranduns - UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN;

10

-
v

- Director, v

FIOM ¢, Birmlngeenm (Lo=7.%)
_ M,

P R4 P - r.
gm0 J¥s ©. MCRIAN;

' CEUGENS "EBULL" CONNCE;

" COLONEL HARCLD HRinkzn

FRAUD AGAILST THE GOVERLMENT

4 (orizin - Birminghar;
AIR MAIL

ed July 6 'f'1953 and [ N
report of 3A dated July 2, 1953 ’B’?C}

captioned as

Enclesed yeu will find fife‘copies _
ceted for the Bureau, which .

- of this report, indi '
- have been corrected as instructed by the referenced _

- form, It is requested thet these copies be substituted

e for the coples now in your file. T L _

- The U.S. Aitorney at Birminghem has been =
. furnisses vtk ¢ correctel cOpy of this rerort and '

I . the Birmircher (ffice file cocntelns & corrected cOpye

»TPimct

Er.c. 5
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[P

CJAVES C. MORCAL; -
=3IENE "BULL™ CCNICE;
L:r .

al}egation,if prover would n

R R N g PIeT MADE B

SIRMIN A} i 7e2et3. 6/1€,15/53
N Y GHMAPACTTR o TAT

o TRAUD AGAINST T5E .

JARFZR - GOGVERKMELY A

i

- -

- — ——

pICEerty CwWholy, scvisec ity {ormissioners
MCrGAR ard .CONKOR hed pessec & resciuticr et en oren meeting
endorsinc in its er.tirety & rlen tc exrar:d the redicel center
of Birmingham whicrh included acguisitiorn of private property
ard closing 7th Averue South between 13tk and 20th Streetse
HYe informed city officials! encorserieni neces2sry S
81,,000,000 fecerel roverrrent rrarte Acccrding to th
COLNOR and MORCAL statec tefcre anc after paseing resolutior
7tk Avenue South woulé not be clcsecCe Sepy of resclution
reflects city Commlscsioners recer~ve risht to aiter plens ine-

cluding not clcsing 7th Averue Scuthe AUSA, Birnincham, advises
ot ccnstitute a violetions

,‘ ;‘,(SP_',;»“-:A : ~ oy ED
‘398 WAy 26 170
L AT PTIREINGHAY, ALABALA

oo (399

... This = ipo o .

4nformation furni shed by

:Blrminghsm to0. the effect at CommiS8ioIsls 7. K30 e CRy -

City of Birmingham, heé conmitted freud ageinst the government

shen : they PAsSeC 6 resclution endorsing in its entirety & plen
to scquire private property and close 7th Avenue South between
cth and 20th Streets, e rect hcspital buildincs, and resell the
LOLSIURE.

. OO KOY wRITE I THESL SPACES

— i

/T




goesuired proienty 0T fncdivt oL CwladIosl TnES
businegses g, TS Creia, ctieteries, scovite T8y
tourdst cocurts, cruld tuearccled i order t¢ wum -~ &
Lad
-

“uld
bedicel Certer for the Ity ¢

' ﬂ furn! nhed some ip:i- ~° -{on
concernins the Zevelcpment of the Meical “er.ier & - e

erecication of & slum aree in thet vicinity. : - ulect:
-&s been riven wide publiclity in locsl nguapeuere.:xksxuch’i‘_ g
acs there wes & faction of property owners end other ’ndividuals
w::0 were opposec¢ to certaln portiorne of the plen es sutritted, . .

g Stnce 10,6, five city blocks n&ve ~ean cbtained and zav:loped ..
4 as the beginnins cf tne ¥edical uventer in Rirrinzem urd the -

E rew nospital fectilities in tiis arza alreacdy

erected irclude

E s ental Collsze, Jeterans acministration Hospit«l, Fublie =

Haalth Donartment enc Cripplad Crnilcren's 01lini:. Plans for
the continued development of tids ares fnsinde the acquisition
of additional property to exzend tre lenter to ccver sirteen
ctty blocks. Specific plans for this dev.loprient wWere, =
accordfng tc re wlations set cutl b the Home Finance Autnority:
fr. Yashington, De Cey prepared by an encineerini firm from ..
4 5t. Louls, *“fescurl and includeé addi tional hospltal fecilitles:
4 ce well a&s toc bujiléing of certain Sype business esteblishments .
{n crder to have the facilitics necesaary for perschs interested
‘r. tte hospi-al operaticn tc be able tc cbteln thcae necessary '
secilities In the irmmediate ares. The cormercial buildings .-
{ncl-ded 8 hctel, motor court, service staticns and stopping

coentere

S : The erection of tnuse bulldinss on the
plan sfte would necossitate closing of 7t Avenuo South between
1th and 20th Sirects, Fost of the opposition civen to this 3

plan was by the preporty oWners of tne slum area in the
& city wné among them

tropoged scction Lo be acqui rec¢ by tt
#adr:‘:ﬂ;ud this particular interiste Ye Indicste
eyer, tnu' L' cyncatticn Wag 6o’ to the scsufiicn of =
the property fo tne nosc!tel Sullein:s thomacives budl to
the sondemnin. of privete property Luv e rosoli 1o private
{ndividuels for the erecticn of business astablieumezntg, Othel




T )
AIB Ly i is DL TCL, STes foract Werledl. v JCn e ssmuli,
fycq, tnta Ulerrict, (v -ote 2ot the closine ¢f 7t Averue S
Snante, &L WeDT< at tre above ~erticsd mestin: Lt Wn.lch meetin
DN Sl L O cctsed Az checTions sirictly e.cnr tr.cee lines,:
A mesting wew neld at the iy Audltoriunm

s-crily &fter tue guor.iseion O tnese plans toc t.e Bi{rmingham
oueling Ausrority heedel tr sutject COLOKSL HARLLD HATPER where”
the cltizenry were ~iven AN cpcortunity to vcice any cpposition
Qubesguint O tpat meeting and on June 2, 167, & City Con-
~?agtcl, mieting wee el cren tC tne publin rooet t 18

exorezssc their views, During

tne oppcsiticn gergaln
their views and
te, expressed
Scrmigsicrer SCnlLn stated that
““nis was erfreec to ¥

particularly zfter re

4g culecticns tc
shey cculé net

Frecicent of

- o4

reetings
t.e erfressicn of
e T STCE, 8bIve rcferyred

e e aders b

+-e tlen,

~losc 7tnh Avenue Scutiie
PRl ~< harcr JAMES CRGAL. Loocréing to
c(

tne 2:It.
tnc Corriissicners,
o sutiefy Fre <, L-STCh that

{derin

~o~mfasion &7 -
1'easal and 0Gi-Lity ercressed 3 5
fore the7 gtrrted cons

meTsalves in auch 8 Wuy 8¢
7ty Avenueé woulé nct te closec be
tre sicpting of the rescluticne

’ atated Comnissicner + C=3AN To-
n~ on June 2, 1953 the time was fast running:
us rcing to ap=

out fcr the appropriation ard tnat the City

prove the regsolution in its entire:-y but after nonies were

pecc!ved by the Housirng Autiority in girnin-hos, tned would
tnecrn chanro that portion of the resolution tra! sealt with
tne cicaing of Avenue G, former N&re of 7th #wonue Scuth and

- f{deuticsl with that street. He comented very spocifically at
that time that "o will certainly mever allcw closing of 4

L Avrnue 5 e

sarikec 8t iue meec

the approval of the.
tc coop<rate in the
ro Wederal Governe
bein~ requested

It will be noted that
plan and a;recment of the City Comnission
.. of the plen w83 recesanry belore t

I, 000,000 thr:t was

-"rﬁpylnte the
, metpers es-ctionsg

comp Ly

et W LTF

’ Follnatps are too roess
of thise resoluticn, secilons 1 encé S8 g

bl 3 2w e

e PACMAN Y
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thy

A, cescribed end T ‘
grea @s defined bt g8l AT LU 491, of the 19,9 Sess!on:
't

"Seaticn 1, nat the Tity Corm : ne City
y ' serr thet tne &rea
?

!Nt . KCWD &3 b .1 leunter, Site

in the City of Zimnm
4
wRiec 3 the feregcinrc fs 8 blighted

of Ximmingsnar nheret

of the Lerislsture, and tret the slum conzitiors existing:
therein are detrirentsl tc sne safety, health, morals’ i3
anc welfarc cf tols comrurity and sala Rexevelopment
Arec should oe accuirea by the Housing Autnority of the
Birminghan iistrict, &and suca acnditicons climinated azd
the Redevelcprent Pien carriec cut in the putlic interost,
whizh sald Pezeveicprernt Flan, now befcre the Cormmission.
cetes l'ay 1,, 1673, &nd ennexed herelc, is aprreved, sub-
Jject, nevertheless, tc power upron the rart of tnis .
Sorsiigsicn tc redify any part cf sald plan, including
power tc eliminate thet part cf the plan Wwhich contem=-
plates the clcsing cr. vacetion of erx*sting streets,

which sa*d Power is hereby expreesly reserved to this
Corinission," ST '

fsection 5. That the City of Birmingham will 4n
cdue tirme and manncr provide the necessary local srants-
4{n-aid required pursuant to said Recevelopment Plan and
will otherwise cooperate and aid said Housing Authority
end hereby: in order to implement anc facilitate the. -
ef: ectuation of said Redevelopment Flan, it is found and
deterrined that certain official actions rust be taiten
‘by this body with reference, among other things, to .
changes in zoning, the facation of public ways, the
locetion and relocation of sewer and water mains and

fties; and accordingly this body

‘hereby (a) pledges its cooparation in helping to carry
~out such Redevelopment Flan, (b) rcquests the various
- officiel derartments and boards and acencles of the
- locality having administretive responsibilities in
- the premiges likewise tc¢ cooperate to such end and ¢o

exercise their respective functions and powers.in &
manner consistent witi said Recevelopment Plen, and

“.(e) stancs ready to consiésr end tske appropriate -

ections upon propcssls AnC messures dosiimed tc effe
aid redeveloprent klan, 1t bein’ understood that the
Comm!ssion of the City of Birmingham may on'itgwoqq
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~initietive, or upon +qe rezormmendaticn of the Housing

Authority of the Efrminzhan Listrict, ricdify any part ...
of seld Redeveloprernt flen including that pert of the -
Plen which ccnteniletes clesing or vecating existing

the City Commission as fcllowses

S0 5 RhE T, Altorney

Judge o Lo LRI N, Attorney

BO= GAR-TS3Ch, Attorney

Col. HARCLY HARFZL, Head,
Lousing Autherity
Sirmingnam District

SAM 3I-=3CUH3, Housing Consultan

GEORGL HULDLESTON, SHe ;

R GEORGE E. BRADFCRD, real estate man

= OSCAR wW. ADAMS, Attorney (colored)

T ReV. ite We SCRUS3S, Pastor of church
involved (cclored) .

GUY V. ACTON, Acton Plumbing and Heating

GEORGE BYRUE, City Englineer

EUNICEZ HU3IIES, City Clerk

DANIZL BOCHZ, President, B & WwC

GEORGE SULZBY, real estate

could obtain the minu!a of !nle

would furaish same to the repcs
of the plans as drawn up by tre engineers.

" on gune 17, 1953; (D o ttoroey

the - reporting agent and

leaners

advise{.i"he was quite sure he
City Commission meeting and
tin- agent, as well as & ©Opy

and asked if the minutes
necessary at that time.
investigetion was ‘institutag
tnhe records as promised bJ

advised in the event an
> would be glad to obtain

streets," o . | 3
— furnished seversl names of é‘]
{ndividuals in attendancs at tue etove mentiocnec meeting of

s

, or : |
m telephonicelly GooiBoied
had been told by he had been to the FBI
. e racting and the plans were

"He stated, howWever, he
erel statute bad been com=




o The facte &8 outlined. ’a_boiéi‘ were }')':Iiéa,e'}'té'd,_
‘to-Assistant Ue S. Attorney M. LEAIS CSALTNEY and he was re- -

qiested to edvise as to whether or not he felt a viok ticn of

-q . :

“the type thet wculd warraat prosecution existed 1if the facts’

. as stated cculd be definitely proven, Mro GWALTHEY stated S
he did not fecsl that s violation had occurred inasmuch as :
the Commission made 1t clear not only to those present but
in the resolution jtself that they did not intend to end
reserved the right not tc close 7th Avenue South, .He stated
he felt the Home and Finance Authority at Washingzton was.
properly advised of the intentions of the Commission and .

_any ection they took thereaf:er was with this knowledge.
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As subjects in instant case were not
t deemed advisable to make inquiries

1nberviewod lt was no
"§n order to secure a descr’ption of them due to their prominenco
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: THEOPHILUS “BULL” EUGENE CONNOR

FILE # 44-HQ-13501




S

Oﬁice Memomndum UNITED STATES” GCVERNMENT

‘10 D:Lrector, FBI e 9_'5“"-_,?,_,‘[7_'.6-14-53

D Jyee . FROM c/‘r%'a/mmmgham (44-550) o RIS T

EUGENE "BULL" CONNOR, S
‘Birmingham Police Commiss1oner,“* Tl T e
‘Assistant Chief of Police J. C. LANCE, and PR
UNIDENTIFIED OFFICERS of the .- A

. Birmingham Police Department._ o
Reverend F. L. SHUTTLESWORTH; -~

- JAXES REVIS; LEVI KEUP; , T

CHARLIE BROOKS - VICTIMS. e LT

CR '

~ (BH Origin) .. .

' | , Eﬁclosed are.two copies of report of SA B |
— dated August 14, 1958, at Birmingham, Alabama. )

i e e SR WESNTAAT e, T  n AL R L N IPEPS O LRI PR

Birmingham Airtel to Bureau, August 12, 1958,

i *L: o 'Q%EC 59

- )7’7
T //;\1 Bureau (Endgg- 3) 2 <5P
R f.,l - Blrmlnvhamwx44—550$,‘ﬁ

- CBS:{MFL N Vs

xE) & M




B&pm Fomn.., ...
© PD263 (51285) 1

Reporting Office

BIRMINGHAM - BIRMINGHAM . | 8/14/58 .|

Office of Origin : . Date “| Investigative Pexiod ... .. . - .

- TITLE OF CASE -

JAME
CHARLIE

' EUGEKE "BULLJEQONNORiiBirminghgmjjj%“'»
- Police Commissioner; Assistant Chief |
of Police J. C{“LANCE and Unidenti- -{
¢ fied Officers of Birmingham Police -:
. Department, C7 s L e Fail
Revegfﬁd‘F.-L. S ESWORTH
IS; LEV '
ROOKS ~ VICTIMS. :.

'8/13/58 ... ...

p; o

Synopais:

i

- ‘and”"possessions," BRTH requests _ t
© look into this problem of improper protection and other ~ " "

é»vproperty._ TR

On 8-12352, Birmingham Office received special delivery /
registered letter dated 8-12-58 from Rev. F. L, SHUTTLES-
WORTH, pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, 3191 - 29th Avenue . °
North, Birmingham, SHUT] TH-enc B¢ opie ) S
letters sent to publié&® B ¥ 2
proper poli ett
violative- R :

RETRETERILLS £ ;
that "you™a R

problems mentioned in the letter. We urge you to conduct
a speedy investigation." SHUTTLESWORTH furnished copy of o
his letter to Police Commissioner EUGENE CONNOR, Birmingham, - il
in which he complained of specific acts of the Birmingham
Police Department, such as the removing of guns from the

Bethel Baptist. Church which were being used to guard the -

:Kpproved )
Copies made:

1 - USA, Birmingham
1- Biﬁﬁ%@;bam (44-550)

Vsaﬂb'

. : AO¢ e
<, VRUGR6 15y

" "& report is loaned to you by the FBI, and nelther it mor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which lo.




e on August 12, 1958, the Birmingham Office re-".
- ceived a special delivery registered,1ettera(return‘receipt
" -pequested) from Reyerend SHUTTLESWORTH, pastor of .7
. the Bethel Baptist Churca, 101 - 2oth Avenue North, = ...
Birmingham, Alabama, This letter was postmarked Birmingh y

Alabama, August 12, 1958, addressed to the "F.B.I.

Agency, American Life Building, Birmingham, Alabama."

' Reverend SHUTTLESWORTH's letter is as follows:.

;ﬁﬁclbsédqi;g;cdpi%é#Oifletféf ”ééﬁ%:£b7fhé?ééﬁ;
“missioner of Public safety and
‘concerning the lack of proper Police

v Protection

“..and certain other acts which are violative:of our
‘rights to be secure in our persons, houses and pos~=
sessions. Some of the persons mention® in- the -
statement have been arrested, some even twice, and
held on trumped up charges. As I write these things

.....

- continue. - Rt Lt T T O I 28 10 oL R R PRI

iaﬁwéfafe'asking that you atuleast:lébklihio’thfé:;
problem of improper protection and other problems
mentioned in the letter. We urge you to conduct -

. .a speedy investigationiiiiil.

wSincerely yours, - . S e
w/s/ Rev. F L. SHUTTLESWORTH - "' =7
v/t/ Rev. F. Lo Shuttlesworth, Pastor
Bethel Baptist Church -~ i e 5 L T e
President, Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights
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The following is R
letter to Police Commissioner

everend

EUGENE CONNOR' '

-4 -

SEUTTLESWORTH'S




. BH 44-550 .

“"Circumstances dictate that I write you and. .
: protest as strenuously as possible the repeated
~ actions of the Police Department under your: direc
... tion, in continuing to needlessly harrass us and .
vinterfere.as we try to prevent: our Church.and__ .
-+ Parsonage from being bombed for-a third tihme." It
>~'1s common knowledge that the threats and bombings
.. have continued in this spot since 1956, . Being . .
.. -refused police protection by the Police Departrent,
- we have had to voluntarily guard this property our-
# . selves, "~ And since the building of the Nevw Parsonage
i July, 1957, the Department knows that we have had -

" . to watch all night each night, w30l T T

% "We believe, that it is the duty of the Police De- "
. .partment to offer 24 hours around the clock protec-
<. tion and non interference with our lawful efforts ' -
" to keep safe. Since November of 1957 the Police -
GEarim o "¥"“"Department has not only offered very little or no ™"
RERAR " protection, .but also, through some of its officers, "
R interferred with and molested the men on duty
without provocation., Three times since November 2,
.. Officers of the Department have taken weapons from -
. the Church and our homes without warrants and provo-:.
~ cation thus laying this property open at the mercy
~-of the Marauders of the night.  They have now begun
arresting men on private property to keep them from

. voluntarily watching at.this place, .

| "Sir, personal feelings have no place in this; this
. +.is life or death, -This involves our constitutional,;
' .~ right to be protected in our houses and possessions

P
Y

"Rithout rancor I lay before you specific acts of
intimidation of your Department which:leavestheir
- motives highly suspect in view-6f the threats and:
. dangers of this:time:: . IR AR TR

. g -"™(1)  In July, 1957 officers came in the
' church and molested our Deacon Chairman as he.:': .
stood guard over our property. . They told others i

4 to stay away.
: 5 -
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) Early in lest NovemberfpolicefOfiiéers

o .the .Church at approximately-S:agﬁgﬁbne'j

4 took 2 guns to the_depaftmehtg3$ACknow

i rd our propérty;“theyj. '
‘on O

uriaffi-:

FEei o w(3) - Om Ju e:29-(date:of Latest;bombing)nh*
officers took about 4 more guns out of the Church,
C_“_leaving it open to attacke. B! were returned‘td'
'*”ffus,in,like manner the next d :
" that they would not remove our
\ this as any occasion we
_tion to the Police pepartment.

e y at the time
the young lady ¥ho spotted the . .
he ed all agreed’

“‘of the bombing,
‘ r whom she work L
i ‘ in order -

e been thanked for
tests left no

honesty,
= our cooperation and assured that the
EAfdoubt,in the officers’ minds that we were vietims . .
onlyf?nOt_Plotters Qr~conSPiratOrS" M
R A1 *huqxgy?'*w;&:bﬁfﬁ" 5
i n(4). Last[Wednesdai; August 6th at approxi-
police Car #39 with 3 officers inside
OVOcativegthin‘

T hately 4:a.me #39 witl
. did either an;unwise‘or otherwise PT
with conditions being as

dangerous 2as they are here.
jowly with -

d Street very S
t the front’oi.theicnurc
' the Church to the ‘...
, t of the June 29th blast and‘Stbpped;therg -
W ] he door and 1i i ‘
 In black darkness | un i
'certainlyﬂappeared another attempt to
: Church. Ve are threatened almost da i
g;,;about bombing the Church & ge. This
- has alsorbeen_repo;ted.tofyour,office. '

‘it at about 10:P

c.‘n‘-’ ‘ e

"(5):>£a§t ffidé}yﬁig
officers led by Assistant Chief Lance came oute
\\ - 6 - ' ) ;‘
7
Jf’
i;?



~- Several men were sitting on the low bric ‘fence
" of James;ReviS,'a_Trustee_of:thevChurcp&and.ai“
. watchman, With his permission men -have ' sat in -
- his yard and on his-porch to look out-for bombing °
‘attempts,;;,low(21,rif1es"Were'ins;deangvisjs;;
-,‘yard'leaning'against'theffenQQg;;Eoliéé;séa;che
""" James Revis, the'owner;iall?the”ﬁeﬁ;?aﬁd*severdlr
.. .:young boys who had been in the yard buying cold::
_ demks in support of a -.Church Baby Contest. ..Chief
. Lance ordered the arrest of Mack Daniel sitting -
~on the fence charged him with violating the State - .
Firearms Act. ' Actually the pistol was also inside’
?:' 'the yard. Chief Lance then proceeded to search "%
,the Church;: taking 1 rifle out of the Pastor's
. Study. In all they took 3 rifles and a 32 pistol, -
" One of the rifles still had the Department release
“..tag on" it made out "to me. . We urged Chief Lance:ti
”,leave'an_officeern duty until the weapons were e
‘returned. . This was refused even as he also re-
fused to give 'us the number off the pistol., They
took names of all the people around and finally
- left. We argued that we had molested none, and never -
have the weapons in the streets, we have never inter-
... ferred with persons passing the street;

., 17"(6) On Saturday 8:15 p.m. Officers returned
. to search the home (without warrant) of a Church 3
member, Levi Kemp; they searqhed_another.volunteerJ
- Watchman at James Revis's fence. .. They have visited
7 the home of Charlie Brooks who wa present Friday -:
. night, and also called at Revis's, .Even as I write 7.
a '53»Pontiac,1nississippiIP1ate’#392666,with.a'white
man in it is continually circling the block.,” Up ..
-_,to 9:20Ahe'haSjcircIed‘abqut 20 times, . .../ .7

" .."These acts and others, Sir, amount to naked ‘inti

" midation and molestation., .We who have lived under
.. the shadow of death and shaken by the eerie blasts ™.
...... . of explosives are not inclined to voluntarily .. . ... .
“rivnr "permit such to happen again, ~~o i e SRR

"The taking of weapons and intimidating of guards
are serving to deny us protection and to leave us

-7 -



nutterly helpless ‘and at the mercy of bombers. - T
" deliberately or 1nadvertent1y'a’low the property.
=.to be ‘bombed again would ‘be a“most: dastardly.act,
And the fact that high officials are leading these
‘excursions lead. us to belleve them the acts of
hlgh pollCY.

‘"We ask only that protection due us as American
.Citizens and law abiding residents of Birmlngham,'
Alabama. In the light of the extreme dangers ‘= -~ .
and officials provocation we have no recourse but o
to seek aid of other and higher enforcement ‘agencies
of the State and Nation. Ve seek to be law abiding
and orderly. = VWe appeal to your position of publi i
,trust for immed:ate relief.uwgg-

"Please let us hear from you at once, and please
return our weapons speedily,

v"Sincerely yours,

Tfféﬁ"/t/ Rev. F. L. Shuttlesworth~:Pastor
gv,Bethel Baptist Church L

"REVFLS/lh

"P.Se In regards to Item #6 above episode . '53 .
Pontiac., We believe this was deliberate provocation,

- as in several other instances which we could recite
-We called the Police at once; but Police Department
never came out to investigate."i :
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Miss Gandy.
FROM SAC, BIRMINGHAM 2P

EUGENE -BULL-:ZQONNOR, BIRMINGHAM POLICE COMMISSIONER- ASSISTANT

& e
CHIEF OF POLICE J, Co LANCE AND UNIDENTII"IED OFFICERS OF BIRMINGHAM__:_}_.__-:_V

PD. REVEREND F, szgnurrnzswonrn, JAMES REVIS, LEV?g;EMP, CHARLIE
.BROOKS, VICTIMS, CR, RACIAL CONDITIONS, BIRMINGHAM, ALA. - Ny
BIRMINGHAM OFFICE RECEIVED THIS DATE LETTER FROM REV. Fo Lo
SHUTTLESWORTH, PASTOR, BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM, AMM
PRESIDENT ALABAMA CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, REQUESTING |
INVESTIGATION BE MADE CONCERNING CERTAIN ACTS OF BIRMINGHAM pn, WHICH -
ACCORDING TO SHUTTLESWORTH ARE VIOLATIVE or QUOTE OUR RIGHTS To BE
sscunz IN OUR PERSONS, HOUSES AND POSSESSIONS UNQUOTE.® LETTER EN-

CLOSES COPIES OF LETTERS T°— (3‘7:.

S LETTER TO

- MAKING SIMILAR REQUESTS, AND COPY ox-' SHUTTLESWORTH-S L
POLICE COMMISSIONER EUGENE -BULL- connoa DETAILING 3 SPECLFIC -ACTS or
INTIMIDATION ON PART OF BIRMINGHAM PD.‘ snurrLzswoarn SPscI:IgALLY
COMPLAINS IN LETTER TO CONNOR THAT OFFICERS S

5 E(N % &GE bJE’J I(J _ K . ~ Lo ‘ et
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" OF BIRMINGHAM PD HAVE nznovzn cuns wxruour AUTHORITY FROM BETHEL
" BAPTIST CHURCH, OF WHICH HE IS PAsron._ russs cuns, ACCORDING 10 3
l“”SHUTTLESWORTH, HAVE BEEN USED TO CUARD THE cuuacn INASMUCH AS POLICE‘:
PROTECTION HAS BEEN THUS FAR DENIED. SHUTTLESWORTH REQUESTS rwsnrv-‘i
FOUR HOUR PROTECTION OF CHURCH BY BIRMINGHAM PD AND REQUESTS THAT 3731
WEAPONS SEIZED BE RETURNED TO HIM AND THE MEMBERS OF THIS CHURCH TO
VHOM SAME BELONG. SEE BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL CAPTIONED RACON DATED

AUGUST EIGHTH INSTANT, VHICH SETS FORTH DETAILS OF ARRESTS OF NEGRO
CHURCH CUARDS. DETAILED AIRTEL FOLLOWS ENCLOSING COPIES ABOVE
MENTIONED LETTERS. NO INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. CLOSING |
REPORT FOLLOWS, o

END ACK PLS

WA 7-44 PM OK FBI WA DI
TUDISC M
" €C: MR. ROSEN

e ————r——

ANDCOUPRRVISOR
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION —

CC: ‘MP. BLLMONT
Avmesyranesen
DOM. INTEL, DIVISION
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this date

’ ' BH Office received/special delivery reglstered RN I
letter dated 8-12-58 from Rev:. F, L. SHUTTLESWORTH, 3191 - 209th |-

Ave., North, BH. Letter stated, "Enclosed are copies of letters.

sent to the Commissioner of Public Safety and

- concerning the lack of proper Police Protection and certain other: i
acts which are violative of our rights to be secure in our persons,:@

. ‘houses and possessions; -Some of the persons mention - ‘in the: ™
e statement have been arrested, some even twice, and h_Id on-
trumped up charges. As I write these thlngs continue.

s '"We are asklng that you at least look into this: i
problem of improper protection and other problems mentioned i
the letter:. We urge you to conducﬁ & §geedy investigation, *:

(signed) Rev. F L. SHUTTLESWORTH,/Befhel Baptist Church,

Pre81dent, /Alabama Chrlstlan Movement for Human Rights.

"and a Mimeograph copy of a
etter to Comnissioner EUGENE CONNOR from SHUTTLESWORTH, :- ;
SHUTTLESWORTH told

< 4 i v
/3) Bureau (Aﬁ%%-m:exsmnnm (Encls
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" SHUTTLESWORTH's letter to Commissioner CONNOR sef
forth certain alleged specific acts of intimidation by the BH
PD.  SHUTTLESWORTH points out that his church, the Bethel Baptist
Church, has been bombed periodically since 19563  that inasmuch i
~as his church has been refused protection by the PD, he and his.
* members have had to voluntarily guard the property. . SHUTTLESWORTH:
requests 24-hour around-the-clock police protectlion’ for his church®
and non-interference with his lawful efforts to keep it safe,syigs
SHUTTLESWORTH states, "Sir, personal feelings have no place in
this. -This is life or death, This involves our constitutional L
.right to be protected in our houses and possessions,". SHUTTLESWORTH
specifically complains of the BH PD removing guns from the Bethel: ]
‘Baptist Church which were being used to guard the property
He said two guns were removed in Nov. 1957, and on 6-29-58, four
'more guns were taken from the church by officers of the BH PD.

R PRI

_with the BH PD by taking lie-detector tests and that they have:

been vindicated of any conspiracy. ~SHUTTLESWORTH complains 'o;
.the homes of some of his church members being searched withou

warrants: ' "These acts and others, sir, ‘amount to naked intimida-
tion and molestation.. . We who have lived under the shadow.of death
~ and. shaken by the eerie blasts of explosives are not incline

.to voluntaril it such to happen again," '

it ;

e s SHUTTLESWORTH alleges . in: this lette ‘ : chas

high officials of the BH PD are leading the "excursions" into hi
church and onto his property, it would appear that the acts are:
the result of "high policy," He concludes,. "We ask only that
protection due us as American Citizens and law abiding residents”
of Birmingham, A1ag?ma- -.In the light of the ext -dangers and

fadatey 3 e i S 2B e : 1ECrS ar

o b e e
ey




officials provocation we have no recourse but to seek aid. of,
other and higher enforcement agencies of the State and Natlon.
‘We seek to be law abiding and orderly.vWe appeal‘to*your* osi-;
tlon of public trust for immediate relief," "

postal-clerk»employed at the: Post
n. BH, voluntarily advised SA.

ev"SHUTTLnSVORTH mai’ed some’ s C

he FBI;:BH; Commissji :

'E'CONNOR finally made the’ mistake we have ‘been”
got h1m where wekwant him .now "

SHUTTLESTORTE 's letter will be acknowledged,
eferred to the Dept.: of Justice

: : : The afternoon edltion of "The Birmingham Post, ™ local
newspaper, for 8-12-58, carries front-page story "Shuttlesworth ~*™

. Says He may Seek Hel ." This article stated that. Birm;ngham Policeﬂg
today were questioning several Negroes reported to be among ‘a ‘group . -
of guards at the Bethel Baptist Church of Rev, F. L. SHUTTLESWORTH,
also that SHUTTLESWORTH had disclosed contents of a letter he:
sent to Commissioner EUGENE CONNOR., According to this article,
SHUTTLESWORTH said he might "seek help from the State Attorne
General the Governor, the FBI' and the Just1ce Department, "

- In the event press 1nquiries are recelved =they wil
be answered by acknowledging the receipt of SHUTTLESWORTH'S letter
and that the matter ha ‘been referred .to.the Dept.. of Justice, UACB, 1

A  Enclosed for the information otlthe Bureau are two
‘ Photostats each of the above mentloned letters, and of . e
- addressed to F.B.I., Local Agency. '




3151-29th _
Birminshem

_F. B. I., Local Agency
American Life Building-
. Birmingham, Alabama

, , opies of letters sent to the Commissioner of-
©7 " Public Safety and the City Commission concerning. the lack
-~ of ppoper Police Protection and certain other acts which-

: - are violative of our rights to be secure in our persons,
o houses and possessions. Some of the rersons mention in
: the statement have been arrested, some even twice, an

held on trumped up charges. As I write these things 177 77 Twiir "

continue, "’

. We are asking that you at least look into thie problem-
- of improper ppotection and other Problems mentioned in -
.. the letter. We urge you to conduct a speedy investigation,

_ Bincere

Shuttlesworth, Pastor . 4 :
Bethel Baptist Church , ‘ S
... Tresident, Alsbama Christi&n Movement for Human Rights:

SEARCHED oocvovresr INDEXED. i -
SERIAUIZED. - ieerenr FILED .o

AUG 12 1958
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nwso acts u.n.d others ‘Sir 'ammmt to ml-od;intin..duuon and moloetat.ion. He '
‘who have livod imdor. ﬂ:o ahadow ‘of ‘dcath ard’ ahakon by the oorio blasts of -
: mq?loai?os arc not inclin‘odzﬁt_o volunto.nl _

"'oa‘.ponamdintinidatingof‘, smaarvingtodonyna
ion and to 1oavo ‘us utterly helploss and gt tho merey.ef bomboras,
deliborately or. inadvertently -allow the property to bo bambod cgoin vould
mogt dnstardly.det,: And tho ‘faot that high officials’ars loading tho:od
o:ncuraions dead us to bclievo thcn tho acts of high policy '
5 s T :
Ho aak only that protoctton &uo ua as Anmcrican Citizons ond law atdding -
_roeldents of Birmingham, Alabama, - In tho light of tho cxtrome dangors and ;
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¢ enforocmont agoncios of the Stato and Mation, Wo scck to bo law atdding and ;
-ordorly,” Vo uppeal to. your puh)zic t:*ust‘for imodinto roliot.
SR TR R AR T S R R

= Ra ;'Shuttlomrth, Pastor .
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